
RESULTS OF THE SECOND NIGHT OF THE VISIONING WORKSHOP 2-25-09 

 

Land Use, Housing, Agriculture 

The Town of Richmond has maintained its rural character through its land use policies.  The 

Town has maintained forest, mining, dairy and other agricultural production while allowing for 

new residential areas through a clustered approach and other uses such as a commercial area, 

alternative energy locations, multi-family units, and a park and trail network.  Controlling the 

amount and extent of development is important to the town’s residents as is the promotion of 

green building techniques. 

 

Agriculture is an important land use for the town, and farming is part of the town’s identity.  

Because of that the town has worked to create programs that help farmers distribute and sell 

produce in part through the creation of a farmer’s market. 

  

Preserve: 

- Cluster communities: centrally located, minimal lot sizes, stores and small shops and 

green spaces 

- Single family homes 

- Single family residential 

- Single family dwellings 

-  

- Farming – family farms, dairy farms 

- Active dairy/corn/soybean farms 

- Farmland % of users, others uses 

-  

- Forest areas 

- Quarry activities 

- Dairy farms 

- Small town atmosphere 

- Rural character 

- Balance between agricultural land and developable properties 

- Current bureaucracy for development (code inline with county/limited barriers to 

develop) 

 

Change: 

- Limit new housing developments from being planned (monitor for 12 months) 

Developments – better planning 

- Residential lot size and concentrations 

-  

- Mobile homes Mobile home – clean up and make parks more usable 

- Urban sprawl 

- Image of Boardman 

-  

- Create programs to help farmers distribute their produce in our area 

- Work on programs that help both farmers residents understand their resources 

 



Create: 

- Retirement center/community to take care of our aging members 

- More green build homes, energy efficient, use of more natural resources for heating 

and power 

- Commercial development site – plan ahead for the future 

- Identify different building zones (residential, commercial, agriculture) 

- Alternate energy 

- High density/mixed use zones 

- Multi-family homes and apartments 

-  

- Trail system: snowmobile, walking, biking  

- Park for residents to enjoy in our township – connected to trail system 

- Walking, biking trail network 

- Trails – through open land and natural resource areas 

- Walking/biking trails 

-  “scenic” river pathways 

- Nature connectivity 

- Town park 

-  

- Farmer’s market 

- Keep development under control 

- Control the size and spread of spread 

-  

- Implement a five and ten year plan 

- Comprehensive zoning plan 

 

Utility and Community Facility, Intergovernmental Cooperation 

The Town of Richmond has moved towards using and producing renewable energy.  We 

explored the possibility of wind turbines in our town and have worked with local utilities to 

make it possible.  The Town has built a new town hall which is highly energy efficient and uses 

renewable energy systems like solar thermal for heat and solar energy for lighting.  The old town 

hall was updated with similar technologies and became the community center.  Our recycling 

center has been updated and moved to the town hall.  The Town has worked with cell phone and 

cable providers for better service and faster connectivity.  It has enabled some residents to work 

from home a few days per month.  The Town has worked with its neighbors to ensure good 

quality medical care, emergency services (fire, police, and ambulance), and library services. 

 

Preserve: 

Utility 

- Power, gas, internet (high speed) connectivity 

- Cell phone service 

- Frontier Communications 

- Internet 

- Town recycling 

- Recycling Center, with updates 

- Good medical in local community – hospital, fire, ambulance 



- Fire and rescue system 

- Fire and ambulance with N.R. 

- St. Croix Electric 

- Explore wind production 

- Utility easement 

- Rural electric 

- Current town hall (update) [green] 

- Town Hall – but update 

- Town Hall, 

- Our old Town Hall – make into museum? 

- Our Town Hall 

- Maintain school,  

- Homeless shelter in the area 

- DNR 

- Library 

- Community Center 

-  

Intergovernmental 

- library cooperation 

- Communication with residents/website 

- Relationship with hospital and fire and rescue services 

- Good ambulance, fire, police intergovernmental cooperation 

- History of original Town Hall 

- Our community land 

-  

Change: 

- Better cable and over air communication 

- Cell phones – internet – communication 

- More choices for phone providers 

- Lack of wireless internet service 

- Increase speed of data 

- Lack of choice in utility service providers 

-  

- Remodel/update town hall and recycling center (community activities) 

- Town Hall – new or improved 

- Town Hall – update and make more history available – museum 

- Create more parks for town residents and visitors 

- Obstacles to “green/shaved” developments 

-  

- Create greater cooperation 

- Hwy 65 and G Intergov. 

- Working together in our community 

- Better relation with all bodies in government 

- Resident/government communication 

- Modernize governmental process 

- Improve relationship with city of N.R. 



- Recycling Center at T.H. 

- Better elderly care 

- Our community from being a “bedroom” community to a place to be for every time 

of the day 

 

Create: 

- Renewable energy; More “green” power production 

- More options with utilities More power options 

- Options throughout our area 

- Option for renewable energy 

- Alternative energy – solar, wind, geothermal 

- Fiber optic internet 

- Wireless network for town 

- High speed internet for all of township 

- Build smart homes 

- Energy efficient homes 

- Better efficiency buildings 

-  

- A new town meeting hall and community room (for groups to reserve) 

- Library remote or traveling service 

- A true Community Center at old town hall site 

- More interesting areas for elderly care 

-  

- Better understanding in working together to improve our communication 

- Better intergovernmental cooperation with city and surrounding towns 

- More “shared utilities” in developments (wind, solar, geothermal) 

- Regional park board 

- Library regional board 

- Government waste 

 

Transportation and Economic Development 

Transportation 

The Town has worked on maintaining a transportation network throughout the community 

including roads, bike and walking trails, and snowmobile routes.  Future roads and trails are 

well-integrated with appropriate land uses and have addressed transportation bottlenecks with 

highways and rail. Working with the County, WISDOT, and other neighboring communities, a 

ride-share website and a park and ride lot have been established. 

 

Economic Development 

The Town of Richmond has focused on retaining existing businesses while creating commercial 

and industrial zones to attract new businesses.  Those two zones are adjacent to the City of New 

Richmond and acts as a business center for both communities.  The town has worked with 

neighboring communities to locate a farmers’ market and encourage local farmers to participate. 

 

- Farmers market (Buy local campaign) 

- Increase local employers 



- Grants/TIFF districts 

- Green industry jobs 

- Economics related to agriculture 

 

Preserve: 

- Walking trail 

- Snowmobile trail – to help get to other areas and counties 

- Recreational land – Keep what we have and improve what it can be used for 

- Relationship with St. Croix 

- Highway corridor.  Keep noise and traffic in one place 

- Road R/W 

- Commercial district along STH 65 (identify commercial district) 

- Hwy 65 corridor.  County road a corridor 

- Current road networks 

- Industries to train and teach skills for independent living for people with special 

needs 

- Keep industrial parks together 

- Help preserve our existing businesses and commercial development 

- Residential development 

 

Change: 

- Lack of paths (biking, hiking, etc.) 

- Current roads 

- Identify problem roads using (WISL) 

- Railroad crossing on 95
th
 Street140th Street for additional traffic from new schools on 

Richmond Way 

- Major roadways – plan ahead before development is done. 

-  

- Hub Richmond 

- Business and owners be responsible for their land and property use 

- Lack of local employment 

- Grants/TIFF districts 

 

Create: 

- Main traffic arteries – mass transit, junctions 

- Convert railroad tracks to walking paths 

- Ride share lots and notice systems about rides or trips 

- Rail system to larger cities 

- Better infrastructure inspections 

- STH 65 4 lane road network 

- Functionality of 64/65/94 connection (4 lanes) 

- Mass transit to 94 corridor 

- Convert walking trails from old soo line tracks 

- Roadway for needed and future commercial transportation 

-  



- Business Center – attract businesses to our community to create money multiplier 

effect 

- Smaller buildings for start-ups 

- Better incentives to bring more business to western Wisconsin 

- Commercial/industrial zones 

- Farmers market (Buy local campaign) 

- Increase local employers 

- Grants/TIFF districts 

- Green industry jobs 

- Economics related to agriculture 

 

Natural Resources and Cultural Resources 

Natural Resources 

Town residents highly value the local natural resources and the Town has worked to preserve 

wetlands, the Willow River, Ten Mile Creek, Lundy Pond and Paper Jack Creek (?), and have 

limited development within the watershed in part to make sure both surface and ground water 

quality are restored to a high quality.  Town residents also value the open space from state, 

federal, and private agricultural lands within the town.  The Town of Richmond has worked to 

create policy that can achieve a balance between maintaining open space and allowing 

development. 

 

Cultural Resources 

The Town of Richmond has worked to educate its residents on the town’s heritage and history 

through a website, preservation of buildings and barns, and recognizing and celebrating former 

and current industries such as agriculture, non-metallic mining.  The town residents including 

youth attend community events such as potlucks and Richmond Days. 

 

Preserve: 

- Willow River shed Willow River restoration Willow River water shed 

- Willow River quality 

- Willow river watershed 

- Willow River waterway/water quality 

- Willow River Willow River 

- Willow River water shed 

- 10 Mile Creek 

- Ten Mile Creek 

- Ten Mile Creek 

- Ten mile creek water quality 

- 10 Mile Creek 

- Lundy pond 

- Lundy Pond 

- Lundy’s pond 

- Lundy Pond 

- Paper Jack Creek 

-  

- Water run off 



- Water tables from pollutants 

- Wetlands 

-  

- Open spaces – new home to be built on ten acres or more  

- Wide open spaces – DNR land, wetlands 

- Open space (surrounding state and federal lands) 

- Allow more state land 

- Show more effort in education in taking care of our land 

- State and Federal land along 140
th
 Avenue 

-  

- Mill (in Boardman), east of town 

- Resident/founder � Heritage 

- Mining industry (educate residents) 

- Cemeteries 

- Fire department 

- DNR 

- Boardman Mound 

- History of town and resident’s history 

- Town hall (proper) history 

- Historic buildings 

 

 

Change: 

- Land preservation 

- Cultural history of town (website/town hall) 

- Hunting lands – set backs 

 

 

Create: 

- History center 

- Community events 

- Potluck events 

- Community center 

- More information and learning about our resources 

- Richmond Days 

- Better youth involvement 


