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Topics Covered Tonight

1. Farmland Preservation Plan Update and 

Timeline

2. Agricultural Trends Analysis

3. Draft Agriculture Goals, Objectives, and 

Policies

4. LESA System

5. Draft Future Land Use Map

6. Draft Farmland Preservation Areas Map
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Conservation 
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Components of the Wisconsin Farmland 
Preservation Program (Chap. 91) 



Farmland Preservation Plan

Timeline
• May 2010 Kickoff Workshops

• Fall 2010 Open House

• Fall 2010 Stakeholder Survey

• Spring/Summer 2011 Strategy Workshops

• Fall 2011 Open House

• Fall 2011 Public Hearing

• Winter 2011 County Board Adoption



Agriculture Trends Analysis
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Milk Production
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St. Croix County Crop Acres

1970 to 2010

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

90,000

1970 1990 2002 2007 2009 2010

N
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
A
c
re
s

Corn

Oats

Barley

Soybeans

All Hay

Corn & Soybean Average Yields

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

C
o
rn

S
o
y
b
e
a
n
s

C
o
rn

S
o
y
b
e
a
n
s

C
o
rn

S
o
y
b
e
a
n
s

C
o
rn

S
o
y
b
e
a
n
s

C
o
rn

S
o
y
b
e
a
n
s

C
o
rn

S
o
y
b
e
a
n
s

1970 1990 2002 2007 2009 2010

B
u
s
h
e
ls
 p
e
r 
A
c
re

Dunn

Pierce

Polk

St. Croix



Goals, Objectives, and Policies: 

How were they developed?

• Must address the components in the law (Chap. 91)

• Spring 2010 Workshops

• Fall 2010 Producer Survey

• St. Croix County Comprehensive Plan

• Town Comprehensive Plans

• St. Croix County Land and Water Conservation Plan

• Summer 2011 Workshops and Voting

• Community Development Committee



Goal 1

Preserve farmland to maintain and grow 

St. Croix county’s agricultural industry and 

to enhance the rural landscape 

1 2 3
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LESA System: What is it?

• Point-based system approach to rate the relative 
value of agricultural land resources.

• Measures two separate sets of factors
– Land Evaluation (LE), include factors that measures the soil based 

qualities of the land as they relate to agricultural suitability.  50%

– Site Assessment (SA), includes factors that measures the social, 
economic, and geographical attributes that also contribute to the overall 
value of the agricultural land.  50%

• LESA methodology is adaptable and has been 
customized to meet local needs and conditions. 



Geographical Information System (GIS) 

Process



Land Evaluation Map (LE)



Site Assessment (SA)



LESA Composite



Local Future Land Use Maps

• The Farmland Preservation law (Chapter 91) 

requires that all lands planned for 

development in the next 15 years be excluded 

from the Farmland Preservation Area map. 

• Composite:  Existing local plans compiled

• Generalized: Information in local plans 

synthesized into a more uniform set of uses



Composite Future Land Use Map



Generalized Future Land Use Map



Farmland Preservation Areas Map= 

LESA + Generalized Land Use



Draft Farmland Preservation Areas 

Map
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Questions?


