
 

 

 

 

DATE:  September 15, 2014 

 

TO:  Amanda Engesether, Senior Planner 

 

FROM: Scott Karel, Land Management Section 

 

SUBJECT: St. Croix County Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance 

 

 

Thank you for submitting the St. Croix County Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance for certification.  We 

have reviewed the ordinance for compliance with Chapter 91 requirements and have identified a number of 

issues listed below.  Please note, the comments contained in this letter regard only the ordinance’s certification 

under the requirements of Chapter 91.  Certifying an ordinance under Chapter 91 does not also certify that the 

ordinance is compliant with Livestock Siting under s. 93.90, Stats., or ch. ACTP 51, Wis. Adm. Code.  When 

submitting the revised ordinance, please date the text and the map to reflect that the materials have been 

changed since their initial submission.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 608-

224-4604. 

 

TEXT 

1. 17.09:  Please define the term “contiguous.”  See Admin rule ATCP 49.01(6). 

2. 17.11:  This list of districts is missing the AED Overlay District.  The Agricultural District must be 

split into the two districts now covered under the ordinance:  A-1 Agricultural District and A-2 

Agricultural District.   

3. 17.14 B.1.: Agricultural Uses include all sized livestock operations.  The ordinance must exempt 

from this section the livestock operations it wishes to regulate as a conditional use.   

4. 17.14 B.3.:  The ordinance defines the term “the effective date of this chapter” in 17.07 to be either 

1/1/68 or 11/15/74 (depending on specific criteria).  If the County wants specifically one of those 

dates by which the residence must have existed, then they should specify that date in 17.14 B. 3.  If 

the County wishes to allow “newer” residences to be grandfathered in as permitted uses, then the 

ordinance must use January 1, 2014.     

5. 17.14 B.5.:  This use is already covered under 17.14 B.2.  If the County would like to list it 

separately under 17.14 B.2 it must meet s. 91.01(1).   

6. 17.14 B.6.:  This use is already covered under 17.14 B.2.  If the County would like list it separately 

under 17.14 B.2 it must meet s. 91.01(1).   

7. 17.14 B.6:  Delete “Chapter 91 standards” and insert s. 91.01(1).   

8. 17.14 B.8.:  This use is  already covered under 17.14 B.2.  If the County would like to list it 

separately under 17.14 B.2 it must meet s. 91.01(1).   

9. 17.14 C.1.: The cross reference should be to 17.09 (7), not (6).   



10. 17.14 C.4.:  This must meet the requirements of s. 91.46(5).   

11. 17.14 C.5.: This use needs to meet the requirements of s. 91.46(4). 

12. 17.14 F.5.:  This needs to be cited differently, there is no 17.70(h)(3) in the ordinance.   

13. 17.145 C.7.:  This is missing the requirement of s. 91.46(6)(e).   

14. 17.145 C.8.:   This needs clarification about the type of airstrip that is being regulated.  If they are 

found on a farm they must qualify as an accessory use under s. 91.01(1).  If they are not on a farm 

they must either be an agricultural related use or conditional transportation use under s. 91.4(1)(f) 

and also meet s. 91.46(4).   

15. 17.145 F.5:  See comment #12.   

16. 17.21:  Please state that these developments are not allowed in the certified districts.   

17. 17.70 (4)(a)(4):  This section may not comply with s. 59.69(10m).  Please consult with the St. Croix 

County corporation counsel to ensure that the ordinance is meeting the statutory requirements.   

18. 17.72 (2)(h)(2):  This is missing the rezone reporting requirements found in s. 91.48(2) and (3).  

19. 17.85 (2)(b)(2):  This use needs to meet the requirements of s. 91.46(4). 

 

GIS Data 

 

1. The GIS data is not projected correctly.  Please see the application instructions for the correct 

projections or contact me if you have any questions.   

2. The GIS data shows towns not under county zoning that contain the A-1 or A-2 districts.  When 

submitting the revised data, please only submit for those towns under county zoning that the county 

wishes to have certified.     

3. There are several parcels that are zoned for Farmland Preservation which are not planned for Farmland 

preservation.  Only lands that have been planned for FP may be zoned for FP.  I have included several 

maps which identify these parcels.  In the maps any parcel that is filled with the color yellow is land that 

is zoned for farmland preservation but not also planned for farmland preservation. 

4. Please put the map producer and contact information in the metadata.  

5. There are zoning classes titled “RFETZAGRE” and “COMMIND” mapped in the GIS data which are 

not found on the PDF map.  Please either include the classes in the PDF map legend or remove them 

from the GIS data.   

 

 

 

PDF MAP 

1. The Restrict Commercial and Adult Entertainment Overlay Districts should be represented on the map 

regardless if the areas are currently utilized.  Also the names must match exactly, for example 

Residential District is not the same as a Residence District. 

2. The map should have a bar scale.  There is also no symbol for roads in the map legend.   


