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Project purpose

St. Croix County is developing a Comprehensive Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Plan in order to expand

opportunities for biking and walking for transportation and recreation county-wide. This plan will align the on-road
bikeway and trail planning efforts of the County Highway Department; the County Parks Division; and individual
cities, villages, and towns. This planning process will also be used to identify priority bicycle and pedestrian

enhancements for upcoming years.

What we did

Over the course of two days in September, 2015, St. Croix County and a team of The meetings
cor.lsultants hosted t‘hree meetings in which 97 people participated. Part1c1pan‘ts included Sl
residents of St. Croix County, members of advocacy groups, elected and appointed 1 il ik
officials from the County and local municipalities, and staff from cities, villages, and Waiktbas
towns. Topics discussed during these meetings included:
o Public Open House
¢ Funding and institutionalization e Important destinations .
) o ) (New Richmond)
e Implementation and e Barriers to biking and walking
maintenance o Facility design preferences September 23
o Connectivity experience e Potential policy and program opportunities  Public Open House
e Education and enforcement (Roberts)
e Identifying priority corridors to be studied during the development of this plan.
Quick facts The numbers
95% of people believe that we should be building new trails, paved shoulders, bike
lanes, and sidewalks. 2 days

81% of people believe we should educate and increase awareness amongst people that 3 meetings
drive, bike and walk about the rules of the road, peoples’ rights, and safe travel behaviors.
97 participants
83% of people believe that shared-use paths in their own corridors should be a high

priority.
Meeting goals }
e Provide convenient and engaging opportunities
o Initiate ongoing peer-to-peer conversations / i
e Identify infrastructure preferences and strategic \ 2
priorities ' ; A 3 $o0r

e Inform people about the project and build excitement
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What we learned

Several recurring themes were identified over the course of the
two days of meetings. Although they do not capture every
comment made, these themes reflect the spirit of the

conversations held and input received:

e  We need to clearly communicate the benefits of investing in
bicycling and walking while dispelling misconceptions in
order to articulate public opinion and build political support.

e We need to develop or identify a sustainable funding
strategy and component programs/tactics to make
implementation of infrastructure feasible.

e  We need to increase communication, coordination,
cooperation, and information-sharing between
municipalities, the County, WisDO'T, and other agencies.

e We need to develop a sustainable operations and
maintenance program for trails, sidewalks, and on-road
bikeways.

Factors discouraging walking and biking

Several factors discourage people from walking or biking in St.
Croix County, including motor vehicle traffic (68% of people),
aggressive motorists (59%), and deficient trails/sidewalks (57%).
Only 7% say they are discouraged by distance.

Program preferences

68% of people believe that we should be improving existing
infrastructure by ensuring quality pavement conditions and good
maintenance and that we should close network gaps by
connecting existing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.

64% of people believe we should produce and regularly update
print and digital maps displaying biking and walking routes and
facility types.

Stay involved

e We need to create or enhance connections

between communities and to major
destinations in St. Croix County and
beyond to support economic vitality and
provide transportation choice.

e  We need to provide an experience of
comfort, safety, and courtesy for people of

all ages and abilities.

City / town differences

While most (88%) of city residents want more
paved shoulders, only 62% of town residents see
this as a priority.

While most (86%) of city residents want more
shared-use paths along roadways, only 64% of
town residents see this as a priority.

Connection preferences

Most people (76%) want connections from
where they live to a variety of destinations,
including nearby communities, rural
destinations, parks/recreation areas, scenic
vistas/landscapes, and retail/dining areas.

There are several ways to provide input and stay involved in this project.

Project Website - Visit the project website to learn about upcoming meetings and input opportunities and to learn

more about the Plan: http://www.sccwi.us/bikepedplan

WikiMap - The project team has developed an online interactive mapping tool (referred to as the “WikiMap”) for

you to share your thoughts by identifying opportunities, barriers, and desired connections on the map. Access in the

online interactive mapping exercise through the project website.

Email comments or questions - Email Amanda Engesether at amanda.engesether@co.saint-croix.wi.us
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