Community Vision September 2010

STAR PRAIRIE VISION

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie is rural, family-friendly and growing.

The Town of Star Prairie is a rural, green community proud of its heritage and identity.
The town has retained its rural character as defined by its rustic nature and its sylvan
spaces that are both quiet and peaceful. The town’s greenspaces are many and varied
ranging from plenty of scenic beauty, quality lakes and rivers to bike and walking trails,
and parks and playgrounds. Residents have access to public hunting grounds and enjoy
fishing on Cedar Lake, considered one of the top fishing lakes in the State of Wisconsin,
and the many other lakes in the Town. The old health center has been redeveloped into
a mixed use facility and all the original structures remain as part of the community’s
heritage. Part of the town’s rural charm is the small, architecturally pleasing businesses
and the old town hall meeting place. The town has maintained its identity in part
through its rural character, but it also is an independent government with good
communication and intergovernmental relations with neighboring communities.

The Town of Star Prairie is a family-friendly community. Town residents are proud that
parents can bring up their children in a safe and rural quality of life.

The Town of Star Prairie is a growing community. Despite a growing population, the
town has retained the quality of its groundwater, in part by its investment in water and
sewage treatment systems. Its growth has allowed access to public transportation such as
bus and light rail service along the highway to the Twin Cities, and the construction and
maintenance of good roads.

ELEMENT-BASED VISION STATEMENTS

Utilities and Community Facilities

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie cooperates with its municipal neighbors. With
the City of New Richmond, the recycling center is jointly operated. The Town operates a
community and senior center. In order to keep and better our water quality and to
maintain water quantity, our more developed lakes, such as Cedar Lake, have rural water
systems and sewage treatment facilities. Access to our lakes is easy for all residents from
boat landings. In addition, the town has worked with others to maintain the dam and
power plant.

Transportation

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie has preserved its rustic roads such as Old Mill
and Brave Drive, and has maintained its road infrastructure. The town has planned and
developed additional roads as appropriate for current and future land uses. The town
cooperates with the county and others to develop a light rail system to the Twin Cities
and a bus system to area communities. The town and the city of New Richmond have
developed an agreement regarding airport joint planning and are good neighbors.
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Housing

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie has affordable housing for seniors and others.
When subdivisions are built, natural features are preserved and parks are required within
them.

Economic Development

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie has a number of healthy businesses, including
small taverns and restaurants, and agriculture-related businesses. Business growth in the
town has focused on rural-based businesses. The town has achieved this type of business
growth through an environmental review process that limits impacts on natural resources,
and a design review process to maintain the rural character of the community. Retail
businesses project a positive image of the community.

Agriculture

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie has an active agricultural industry that
especially focuses on plant and tree nurseries, small dairies and other types of animal
production, and vegetable production.

Natural Resources

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie has preserved and enhanced the quality of its
lakes (especially Cedar Lake and Squaw Lakes), groundwater, wetlands, rivers and
streams (especially the Apple River and Cedar Creek), and forests and hills through
various ordinances and other mechanisms. The Town has made efforts to recreate and
maintain prairies. The residents recognize that the Town’s natural resources are
important to their quality of life and must be preserved and enhanced. In addition, the
Town has worked with the County and other jurisdictions to maintain and create quality
off- and on- road trails (for hiking, biking, horseback riding), parks (such as Apple River
County Park), boat landings and hunting areas.

Cultural Resources

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie’s historical society maintains and preserves
historical records and the old town hall. The town’s historic homes and other structures
are maintained, preserved or reused.

Land Use

In the year 2030, the Town of Star Prairie has successfully managed the growth pressure
from the Twin Cities by allowing for a mix of housing, open space and recreation,
agriculture (especially crop and pasture land) and commercial uses, and is still
maintaining its rural character. The Town regulates this variable land use mix to prevent
conflicts and pollution.
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